Summary of the story “Promise Not to Tell” from No More Secrets for Me by Oralee Wachter
Maureen is a young girl whose mom re-married in the last year. Her step father is Pete.  At first she looked forward to Pete tucking her in at night because he would sit on the bed and they would talk about school and gymnastics. Now he touches her under her nightgown all over and she feels like she is trapped in a nightmare. She wants to tell him to stop it and go away but she is frozen. Before leaving he whispers to her to promise not to tell Mom or anyone because this is their little secret.

Maureen has a best friend Beth. They are very close and Maureen gets the courage to tell Beth about her awful secret. Beth encourages Maureen to tell the homeroom teacher Mrs Demartino and offers to go with her and stand outside the room while she talks to the teacher. (She feels like she can’t tell her mom because she promised Pete she wouldn’t). Mrs Demartino is understanding and tells Maureen she did the right thing in coming to her. Mrs Demartino tells Maureen that nobody has the right to touch her that way and she is right to tell. Mrs Demartino tells Maureen that she will get help from people who protect children and that they will make Pete stop it.
