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	Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. 
  
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.


God of love, Father of all,
the darkness that covered the earth
has given way to the bright dawn of your
Word made flesh.
Make us a people of this light.
Make us faithful to your Word,
that we may bring your life
to the waiting world.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Dear God, 
please enlarge our hearts
to love each other,
to love our neighbor,
to love our enemy 
as well as our friend.

--Dorothy Day
(b 1897 d1980) an American journalist who devoted her life to the poor and to non violence. Her work began in NY but she was nationally known. Alongside Peter Maurin, she founded the Catholic Worker Movement in 1933 the centerpiece of which was homes where the poor could find food and support. The newspaper she published was also a key part of the Catholic Worker Movement.
St. Patrick’s Breastplate

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,

 Christ when I arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.

Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas

Grant me,

O Lord my God

a mind to know You,

a heart to seek You,

wisdom to find You,

conduct pleasing to You,

faithful perseverance

in waiting for You

and a hope of finally

embracing You.
May Mary Most Holy help us to obtain from Christ the gift of an ever clearer and stronger faith, so that we may be consistent and courageous witnesses of his Gospel (Pope John Paul II) – Follow this prayer with praying the Hail Mary.

Closing Prayer

May God’s Blessing find you each day.

May the angels protect you as you travel on your way.

May you always look with hope on the path that lies ahead

and may friendship journey with you 

wherever you’re led.

May you always know the comfort of happiness and peace,

And may your faith in yourself and in God never dwindle or cease.

(author unknown)

St. John Vianney (1786-1859)
Jesus, form all eternity

you were pleased to give yourself to us in love.

And you planted within us

a deep spiritual desire 

that can only be satisfied

by yourself.

We are made to love you;

You created us

as your lovers.

If my tongue cannot say 

in every moment

that I love you,

I want my heart to repeat it to you

as often as I draw breath.

Amen.

  Edith Stein (1891-1942)
O my God, fill my soul

with holy joy, courage

and strength to serve you.

Enkindle your love in me

and then walk with me 

along the next stretch 

of road before me.

I do not see very far ahead,

but when I have arrived

where the horizon

now closes down,

a new prospect

will open before me,

and I shall meet it

with peace.

Amen

St. Augustine (354-430)

O God, it is you alone I love,

you alone I follow,

you alone I seek,

you alone

I am ready to serve.

Heal and open my ears

that I may hear your voice.

Heal and open my eyes

that I may see your will.

Tell my where to look

that I may see you,

and I will place my hope

in doing your will.

Amen.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
(By St. Augustine)

Breathe into me, Holy Spirit,

that my thoughts may all be holy.

Move in me, Holy Spirit,

that my work, too, may be holy.

Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, 

that I may love only what is holy.

Strengthen me, Holy Spirit,

that I may defend all that is holy.

Protect me, Holy Spirit,

that I always may be holy.

St. Dominic (1170-1221)

May God the Father, who made us, bless us.

May God the Son send his healing among us.

May God the Holy Spirit move within us and give us

eyes to see with,

ears to hear with,

and hands that your work might be done.

May we walk and preach the word of God to all.

May the angel of peace

watch over us

and lead us at last by God’s grace

to the Kingdom.

Amen.

Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274)
Grant me,

O Lord my God

a mind to know You,

a heart to seek You,

wisdom to find You,

conduct pleasing to You,

faithful perseverance

in waiting for You

and a hope of finally

embracing You.

Prayer of St. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556)
Dearest Lord,

Teach me to be generous

Teach me to serve You as You deserve;

To give and not to count the cost;

To fight and not to heed the wounds;

To toil and not to seek for rest;

To labor and not to seek reward,

save that of knowing that I do

Your will, O God.

Closing Prayer

I will pass out slips of paper for volunteer readers for the prayer

Leader: God of love and justice, your care reaches from end to end of our world and orders all things in such a way that even the tensions and effects of sin cannot alter your loving plans.

We ask you now to hear our prayer. The response is “Lord, hear our prayer”

Reader 1 Lord, the work for justice in any age can seem overwhelming. The sea looks so big, and our boat looks so small. Help us have the faith that we can make a difference, however big or small, in our world, by changing one thing at a time, beginning with ourselves. We pray ….

Reader 2 Lord, may our attitude toward the poor be one of compassion and not judgment. We pray…

Reader 3: Lord, may we have the courage to take practical steps to right what is wrong in our neighborhood and our nation. We pray …

Reader 4 Lord we know that by ourselves we can accomplish nothing. Send your Holy Spirit to all of us gathered. Multiply and bless the efforts of all who work for the cause of justice. We pray…

Leader: Come Holy Spirit, come. Set our hearts afire with Love. 

From this session let each of us take home the fire of the Spirit..

My Brother’s Keeper Prayer

Lord . . .

When I have food, Help me to remember the hungry.

When I lie in my bed, Help me to remember those who sleep on the floor.

When I have a warm home, Help me to remember the homeless.

When I have work, Help me to remember those without jobs.

When I experience the joy of giving to my children,

Help me to remember the agony of those who must watch their children go without.

By remembering, Help me to destroy my indifference and arouse my compassion.

Make me concerned enough to act in your name, to help those who cry out to you

for that which I so often take for granted.

Operations Manager

Erich E. Miller

My Brother’s Keeper is a Ministry to the poor in Easton, MA
Arrupe Prayer

Nothing is more practical than finding God, that is, falling in love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you will do with your evenings, how you will spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love. Stay in love. And it will decide everything.

Pedro Arrupe, SJ 
Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila 1515-1582
Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands, no feet, on earth but yours.

Yours are the eyes through which He looks

Compassion on this world.

Yours are the feet

With which He walks to do good.

Yours are the hands

With which He blesses all the world.

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,

Yours are the eyes, you are His body.

Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours.

Yours are the eyes, though which He looks

Compassion on the world.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

