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Blessing of the Christmas tree
The family Christmas tree is of course a thing of beauty. It is also a sign of faith. The northern Europeans brought evergreens inside to remind them that life would survive even in the dead of winter. Ritualize the symbolism of the tree by having a family blessing for it. Here is a simple ritual you can use.

· Keep the tree dark and gather everyone around.

· Play or sing an Advent song or Christmas carol.

· The oldest child then reads Psalm 96:11-13 (below). At the conclusion of the Psalm take a moment to ask God’s blessing on all the members of the family.

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;

let the sea and what fills it resound;

let the plains be joyful and all that is in them.

Then let all the trees of the forest rejoice

before the Lord who comes,

who comes to govern the earth,

To govern the world with justice

and the peoples with faithfulness.

· A parent or grandparent blesses the tree with the following words:

God of creation, thank you for this tree. It brings into our home the memories of the Christmases past and the hopes of Christmases to come. Help us to keep the Christmas feast in joy and love. We are waiting for the coming of your Son, Jesus, to bring peace and justice to the world, may he always be with us. Amen!

· Light the tree and enjoy the evening!

